
E-Petition appeal: Tunbridge Wells brain tumour survivor calls for more research  

Devoted dad, David Grant, is urging people to sign a petition calling for more research funding for 
brain tumours. 

Brain tumour survivor David, 58, of Grove Hill Road, Tunbridge Wells is campaigning with the charity 
Brain Tumour Research to get people to sign up in the hope it will lead to a parliamentary debate. 

Mr Grant was diagnosed with a glioblastoma multiforme (GBM) in 2005, one of the most deadly forms 
of brain tumour.  He has defied statistics, having survived for almost 10 years after promising to walk 
his daughter to her first day at school. 

Campaign 

The House of Commons’ new Petitions Committee is investigating the issue after the e-petition, which 
highlights the lack of government investment in this area, quickly gained momentum. 

Mr Grant said: “Brain tumours kill more children and adults under the age of 40 than any other cancer, 
yet just 1% of the national spend on cancer research has been allocated to this devastating disease.” 

Scientists, clinicians, charities, patients and their families were invited by the Petitions Committee to 
submit their experiences and 1,106 people did so before the end of October. The petition remains 
open until February 3. 

Speaking about surviving his tumour, Mr Grant said: “I am almost definitely the UK’s longest survivor 
who is living a normal life, free of cancer medication for the last nine years. 

“When medics realised I had the most aggressive form of brain cancer I refused to accept that I would 
just live 12 to 15 months.  

“I made a pledge to my daughter Lauren, who was just two years old at the time, to walk her to her 
first day at Claremont Primary School. Not only did I succeed in that, but in September 2014 I took 
Lauren to her first day at Tunbridge Wells Grammar School for Girls.” 

If the petition reaches 100,000 names by February 3 it could lead to a House of Commons debate. Mr 
Grant and Brain Tumour Research hope that reaching this milestone will help the 16,000 people who 
are diagnosed with a brain tumour each year. 

Sign 

The petition has received more than 37,000 signatures so far. You can sign it online at 
www.braintumourresearch.org 

 


